
                                 

          In the light of Jesus we love together, hope together and learn together.
                      CURRICULUM PROVISION AT ST. ALBAN’S RC PRIMARY
Here at St. Alban’s Roman Catholic Primary school we pride ourselves on offering a broad and balanced curriculum that ensures that pupils receive the knowledge essential for their future success (cultural capital). Our vision is to create responsible, articulate and confident active citizens that recognise that they have a role to play in shaping theirs and others future.
As a church school we place a strong emphasis on the spiritual, moral, social and cultural education of our pupils. We follow the gospel values living and learning through Christ’s example. As such, the emotional health and well-being of both our pupils and staff is paramount. We are an ACE (Adverse Childhood Experiences) Aware school with two fully trained ELSAs (Emotional Literacy Support assistants and a part time Nurture group. 
The children’s ability to keep themselves safe and healthy and active is also reflected in both the curriculum and wider school life. PSHE is taught as a discrete subject fromY1 to Y6 and there are several groups in school (GIFT Team, A Team, ECO Team, and Online Safety Team) providing pupil voice for all the children and ensuring that they have an active role in the wider school life. These teams foster community, national and international links and support our faith values of looking ourselves, each other and our planet.
Whilst we ensure that all the children a have full access to a broad and balanced curriculum we place greater emphasis on the acquisition of key skills by the end of key stage one. There is a focus on speaking and listening skills from nursery through to Y6. The children’s receptive and expressive language is assessed on an annual basis and this information is used to provide bespoke intervention for identified children. The teaching of vocabulary is given a priority as part of the English curriculum. In addition the school runs an oracy programme from Y1 to Y6 where children have the opportunity to perform poetry, enter inter-school debating competitions, public speaking, story-telling activities and there is a drama club for Y2-Y6 which is subsidised by school in order to enable our pupils to experience performing in front of both adults and peers.
There is a strong emphasis on pupils becoming fluent readers by the end of KS1. Children are set for phonics from Reception toY2 and phonics teaching takes place on a daily basis with the emphasis of applying phonics skills in both reading and writing. There are phonics intervention groups for identified children on regular basis and children’s reading books are closely matched to the phonic phases they are working at. Children are heard read regularly and there is a daily 1:1 reading programme for identified pupils.
Writing skills are taught right throughout school. There is high importance given to handwriting and presentation with an expectation that all children will learn cursive writing from Y1 upwards with the aim that they are fluent with these skills by the end of Y2. There is a clear policy on presentation and layout which is adhered to by all classes. There are opportunities for children to write both short pieces and for more sustained periods of time and children have the experience of writing for a range of genres across the curriculum. There is explicit teaching of grammar and spelling some of which is taught through the phonic sessions. Through KS2 grammar and spelling is taught five times each over a two week period.
From Y1-Y6 the children have begun to acquire their mathematical skills through the Inspire maths programme. This programme works on the premise of “keep up” rather than “catch up” and embeds learning through a carefully planned sequence of progression and practice. The programme also builds in a high level of challenge which is further built on by daily challenge activities in both KS1 and KS2. In addition the children rehearse number bonds, number patterns and able s skills on a daily basis and use times tables rock stars to support their learning. The Inspire maths uses the strategy of concrete through pictorial and eventually into abstract (CPA).There is also a strong use of bar modelling to support problem solving activities and enable the children to draw pictorial representations of problems to support learning. The concrete maths is also supported by a range of Numicon resources 
In order to ensure that the vast majority of children have a secure grasp of the key skills children are taught through a topic-based approach in EYFS and KS1. The pupils cover all the national curriculum subjects over the course of the year but the focus is on the acquisition of the key skills outlined above. In EYFS the children access the curriculum through high quality continuous provision with a range of teacher led activities. The children are split into groups with a key worker who also monitors their pastoral care closely. This approach continues into the autumn term of Y1 to ensure there is smooth transition between the key stages. 
At key stage two the children are taught the curriculum subjects discretely covering a range of topics in each subject throughout the year. The curriculum is carefully planned to ensure continuity and progression building on prior knowledge, skills and vocabulary. The children are pre taught subject specific vocabulary for each of these topics to ensure that they have a clear understanding of the subjects taught which is not hampered by a language deficit. These topics are often enquiry led and incorporate the use of Big Questions to support learning, make links and promote awe and wonder. This curriculum is supplemented by a wide range of visits and visitors linked to the curriculum topics to enrich the pupils’ learning and provide experiences that they might otherwise not have.
We have introduced Kagan structures to support children’s learning throughout school. This approach ensures that children are fully engaged and fosters an ownership of their learning which is supported by our use of self and peer assessment activities to encourage the children to fully understand what they have done well and what they need to do to improve their work. The Kagan structures ensure participation, interaction and accountability. As the children often work in pairs or small groups these structures also supports our focus on speaking and listening skills.
As a school with a range of cultures and faiths we actively promote diversity. We have supplemented our curriculum by making links to learning about inspirational people both present and past with an emphasis on diversity including race, gender and religion. In addition to promote the cultural heritage of the locality we have incorporated a study of local history into the curriculum and children learn about local people and their lives.
We are aspirational for our pupils and encourage them to be aspirational for themselves and to become life-long learners. We have therefore introduced an Aspirations Week where invite in inspirational speakers and take our upper key stage 2 children to look round colleges and universities to gain a wider understanding of future available career paths.
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