                                 LITTLE WANDLE LETTERS AND SOUNDS REVISED
           Little Wandle Letters and sounds revised draws on the latest research into how children learn best to ensure learning stays in their long term memory. There is an emphasis on the application of phonics into both reading and writing to develop fluency and automaticity. At St. Alban’s we use Little Wandle Revised Letters and Sounds, which is a DfE accredited scheme developed by Wandle and Little Sutton English hubs. The scheme teaches children the different letter sounds (phonemes) and letter combinations or combinations of letters that represent those sounds (graphemes).

WHAT IS PHONICS AND WHY DO WE TEACH IT?
Phonics is the study of sounds. Children are taught to read and write using phonics which is directly linking
phonemes (sounds in words) to graphemes (the letters). For example, in the word rain, we can split it into three separate sounds
r-ai-n
 
The 'ai' grapheme makes the sound 'A' . It can also be seen in words such as t-r-ai-n, and p-ai-n-t.
In the word 'p-l-ay' the A sound is made by the grapheme 'ay'. 
 
Research shows that when phonics is taught in a structured way starting with the easiest sounds and progressing through the more complex sounds, it is the most effective way of teaching children to read. It is particularly helpful for children aged 5-7. Almost all children who receive good teaching of phonics will learn the skills they need to tackle new words. They can go onto read any kind of text fluently, confidently and for enjoyment.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]At St. Alban's we use Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised which has been developed by Wandle and Little Sutton English Hubs to teach children the different sounds (phonemes) and the letters or combinations of letters that represent those sounds (graphemes).
 
In EYFS and KS1 Phonics is taught daily and in discrete lessons. Phonics lessons are always fun, fast paced and interactive!  
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