EYFS – Curriculum overview for Communication and Language 
	Development Matters – Birth to 3
Turn towards familiar sounds, they are also startled by loud noises and accurately locate the source of a familiar person’s voice, such as key person or parent.
Gaze at faces, copying facial expressions and movements like sticking out their tongue.
Make eye contact for longer periods.
Watch someone’s face as they talk.
Copy what adults do, taking turns in conversation through babbling and in activities, trying to copy adult speech and lip movements.
Enjoy singing, music and toys that make sounds.
Recognise and are calmed by a familiar, friendly voice.
Listen and respond to a simple instruction.
Make sounds to get attention in different ways such as crying when hungry or unhappy, gurgling, laughing, cooing, babbling.
Babble using sounds like baba, mamama.
Use gestures like waving and pointing to communicate.
Reach or point to something they want while making sounds.
Copy your gestures and words.
Constantly babble and use single words during play.
Use intonation, pitch and changing volume when talking.
Understand single words in context.
Understand frequently used words such as all gone, bye-bye, no.
Understand simple instructions like give to nanny, stop.
Recognise and point to objects if asked about them.
Generally focus on an activity of their own choice and find it difficult to be directed by an adult.
Listen to other people’s talk with interest but can easily be distracted by other things.
Make themselves understood and can become frustrated when they cannot.
Start to say how they are feeling, using words as well as actions.
Start to develop conversation, often jumping from topic to topic.
Develop pretend play like putting the baby to sleep or driving the car to the shops.
Use the speech sounds – p,b,m,w.
Pronounce l/r/w/y, f/th,s/sh/ch/dz/j, multisyllabic words such as banana, computer.
Listen to simple stories and understand what is happening, with the help of the pictures.
Identify familiar objects and properties for practitioners when they are described.
Understand and act on longer sentences.
Understand simple questions about who, what, where.

	Development Matters – 3 and 4 year olds
Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens.
Pay attention to more than one thing at a time, which can be difficult.
Use a wider range of vocabulary. 
Understand a question or instruction that has two parts.
Understand why questions.
Sing a large repertoire of songs.
Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story.
Develop their communication but may continue to have problems with irregular tenses and plurals.
Develop their pronunciation but may have some problems saying some sounds [ r,j,th,ch.sh] or multisyllabic words like hippopotamus.
Use longer sentences of four to six words.
Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or friend, using words as well as actions.
Start a conversation with an adult or friend and continue it for many turns.
Use talk to organise themselves and their play.

	Development Matters – Reception
Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important.
Learn new vocabulary.
Use new vocabulary through the day.
Ask questions to find out more and to check they understand what has been said to them.
Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences.
Connect one idea or action to another using a range of connectives.
Describe events in some detail.
Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities, and to explain how things work and why they might happen.
Develop social phrases.
Engage in storytimes.
Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding.
Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text, some as exact repetition and some in their own words.
Use new vocabulary in different contexts.
Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound.
Learn rhymes, poems and songs.
Engage in non-fiction books.
Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary.




	From 
Development Matters
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Theme
	My family and friends
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	Autumn,
Celebrations, Toys
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	Winter
People who help us
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	Spring, Materials, 
Traditional tales
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	Summer, Growing, Light
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	Animals
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	3 and 4 year olds

	*I can understand and follow simple instructions.
*I can recognise and point to objects on request.
*I can focus on an activity of my choice.
*I can identify familiar objects and properties when they are described.
*I can be directed to an activity by an adult.
*I can understand and follow a two key words instruction.
*I can use intonation, pitch and volume when talking.
*I can make eye contact for longer periods.
*I can link four or five words together.
*I can use the speech sounds p, b, m, w.
*I can use words to make myself understood.
*I can name at least ten body parts. 
*I can name at least ten items of clothing.
*I can use ‘what’ questions.
*I can use simple social phrases.
*I can use simple abstract vocabulary [Level 1].
	*I can listen to simple stories and understand what is happening, using the pictures.
*I can listen to others when they speak.
*I can identify action words by pointing to the right picture.
*I can understand simple concepts.
*I am beginning to answer ‘who’, ‘what’, ‘where’ questions.
*I can use pronouns me, him, her, he, she.
*I can use some prepositions [in, on under].
*I am beginning to sing songs/rhymes independently.
*I can start a conversation.
	*I can remember what happens in longer stories.
*I can understand and follow a three key words sentence/instruction.
*I can switch my attention between listening to a speaker and focussing on a task.
*I can understand the use of familiar objects.
*I can use sentences of four to six words.
*I can articulate multi-syllabic words.
*I can use ‘and’, ‘because’ to link sentences.
*I can retell a simple past event in the correct order.
*I can start a conversation with an adult or friend and continue it for a few turns.
*I can use talk to organise myself and my play.
*I can name at least ten food items.
*I can use more social phrases including excuse me.
*I can use more abstract vocabulary 
[Level 2].
	*I can understand ‘why’ questions.
*I can understand and follow a question or instruction that has two parts.
*I enjoy listening to longer stories.
*I understand some prepositions
[ on top, next to, behind].
*I can use future tense of everyday verbs.
*I can pronounce l, w, y, s.
*I can use ‘where’ and ‘who’ questions.
*I can use a wider range of vocabulary in my play and interactions.
*I can sing at least six songs independently.

	*I can listen carefully and talk about why listening is important.
*I can join in at group time by waiting for my turn to talk.
*I can understand and answer ‘how’ questions.
*I can use past tense for everyday verbs.
*I can question why things happen.
*I can pronounce r, j, th, ch, sh.
*I can articulate longer multisyllabic words.
*I can use more complex abstract vocabulary [ Level 3].
	*I can focus on a self-chosen activity for ten minutes.
*I can sit quietly and listen for ten minutes.
*I can move away from distractions when concentrating.
*I can understand and respond to ‘why’ questions.
*I can express a point of view and debate when I disagree with an adult or friend.
*I can use a wider range of vocabulary linked to my learning.
*I know at least ten animal names.
*I can sing at least twelve songs independently.

	3 and 4 year olds
Key vocabulary
	I can understand and I can use : 
what, quiet, loud, good looking/good listening/good sitting/ good talking, hello, bye-bye, please, thankyou, ears, eyes, feet, hair, hands, mouth, nose, teeth, tummy, toes, legs, arms, coat, hat, gloves, dress, skirt, trousers, jumper, t-shirt, shoes, socks, underpants
Level 1 abstract vocabulary – like, blue, green, red, hard, soft, noisy, quiet, spot/dot, line, round, heavy, little, fast, slow, a bit, a lot, all, some, by, inside, off, out, over, to, through, under, again, now, good, happy, naughty, sad
	I can understand and I can use : 
who, what, where, action words relating to everyday activities, big/little, open/closed, who, what, where, me, him/her, he/she
	I can understand and I can use : 
and, because, please, thankyou, good morning/afternoon, excuse me, apple, banana, orange, pear, tomato, biscuit, toast, drink, milk, water
Level 2 abstract vocabulary – same, too, black, white, yellow, cold, dry, loud, soft, circle, flat, square, empty, fat, full, long, small, biggest, moving, quick, still, another, any, many, no more, as much as, around, away, behind, bottom, forwards, near, next to, in front of, outside, straight, top, after, soon, today, bad, hungry, nice, pretty
	I can understand and I can use : 
on top, next to, behind, where, who
	I can understand and I can use : 
how, why
Level 3 abstract vocabulary – different, new, very, orange, pink, purple, furry, rough, smooth, warm, cross, triangle, large, light, short, tall, thin, bigger, fattest, heaviest, longest, smallest, about, both, every, few, half, most, nearly, only, other, backwards, between, far, low, middle, side, together, towards, always, before, later, yesterday, cross, frightened, kind thirsty
	I can understand and I can use : 
bird, cat, chicken, cow, dog, duck, fish, monkey, pig, rabbit

	Reception

	*I can connect one idea or action to another using simple connectives [and, but].
*I can engage in story times, developing my vocabulary.
*I can listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound.
*I can join in with whole class activities and concentrate for the duration.
[bookmark: _GoBack]*I can follow a routine instruction of two steps.
*I can respond to a peer’s request and reply.
*I can learn rhymes poems and songs.
*I can listen carefully and understand why listening is important.
* I can use social phrases.

	*I can ask questions when I don’t understand instructions.
*I can use new vocabulary linked to new learning.
*I can offer my ideas to a small group.
*I can use new vocabulary in different contexts through the day.
*I can have fun saying new words in an exaggerated manner.
*I can use full sentences to express complete ideas, sometimes with encouragement.
*I can speak in whole class situations.

	*I can conduct a simple back and forth conversation, paying attention to the other person and responding appropriately.
*I can use connectives in speech [and, but, so, because, then].
*I can show attentive listening at input times and I am quick to act on instructions.
*I can ask questions when I don’t know what a word means.
*I can discuss which category a word is in.
*I can use non-fiction books to extend my knowledge of the world and illustrate a current topic.
*I can answer “How” questions.
	*I can ask questions to find out more and to check that I understand what has been said in a variety of contexts.
*I can listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding.
*I can retell a story once I have developed a deep familiarity with the text using some exact repetition.
*I can use full sentences in my everyday talk.
*I can express my ideas and feelings about experiences using full sentences, including use of past and present tenses.
*I can offer small explanations that demonstrate my understanding on a story/topic.
*I can answer ‘why’  questions about a story.
	*I can use speech to organise simple activities.
*I can use speech to organise problems or conflicts.
*I can use talk to help work out problems and organise my thinking and activities.
*I can use talk to explain how things work and why they might happen.
*I can articulate my ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences.
*I can use recently-modelled language independently, across everyday contexts and all areas of learning.
*I can answer ‘why’  questions about new learning.
	*I can listen to and talk about selected non-fiction, developing a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary.
*I can describe events in some detail, understanding that it is important to get things in the right order, using sequencing words.
*I can retell a story using some exact repetition and some in my own words. 
*I can express my ideas and feelings about experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses.
 

	Reception
Key vocabulary
	I understand and I can use:
and, but, rhyme, song, poem, story, hello, goodbye, good morning, good afternoon, please, thankyou, excuse me
	I understand and I can use:
what, when, where, question
	I understand and I can use:
so, because, then, how, fiction, non-fiction

	I understand and I can use:
story, once upon a time, happily ever after, why
	I understand and I can use:
sentence, question
Level 4 abstract vocabulary – almost, old, darker, lighter, plain, striped, high, low, corner, curved, diamond, oval, rectangle, shape, slope, straight, deep, narrow, shallow, thick, wide, fatter, heavier, largest, lightest, shortest, tallest, thinnest
	I understand and I can use:
Level 4 abstract vocabulary – jerky, smooth, each, enough, equal, fewest, less, much, none, part, plenty, several, unequal, whole, high, across, against, apart, below, facing, above, sideways, upright, row, early, late, never, once, sometimes, tomorrow, twice, clever, excited, pleased, unkind




	ELGs for Listening, Attention and Understanding:
· Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions
· Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding
· Hold conversation when engaged in back- and- forth exchanges with their teacher and peers

ELGs for Speaking:
· Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently-introduced vocabulary
· Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently-introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate
· Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher



	
	KS1 readiness objectives:
Reading:
· Developing phonemic knowledge through Little Wandle Letters and Sounds and other phonic opportunities
· Developing a knowledge of stories including rhyme and identify the rhyming words within them
· Developing their skills and abilities to comprehend within familiar stories, and from pictures in illustrated stories
· Developing their skills and abilities in retelling familiar stories
· Recognising that books have information that helps them to learn
· Routinely accessing picture books and stories Listening to others expressively tell stories
· Learning that stories and books can put them in imaginary worlds full of adventure and excitement
Writing:
· To explore language and vocabulary in stories and the environment, and begin to use them accurately when talking
· Write independently to communicate their thoughts and ideas about their lived experiences
· Write words and sentences to help them remember what they have done
· Have opportunities to make marks, and then to write about things in the word around them that they are inspired to write about
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