[bookmark: _GoBack]EYFS – Curriculum overview for Understanding the World [The Natural World]
	Development Matters – Birth to 3
Understanding the World
Repeat actions that have an effect
Explore materials with different properties
Explore natural materials, indoors and outside
Explore and respond to different natural phenomena in their setting and on trips

Communication and Language
Reach or point to something they want while making sounds
Understand single words in context
Listen to other people’s talk with interest but can easily be distracted by other things
Understand simple questions about ‘who’, ‘what’ and ‘where’ [but generally not ‘why’]

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Feel confident when taken out around the local neighbourhood and enjoy exploring new places with their key person
Grow in independence, rejecting help

	Development Matters - 3 and 4 year olds
Understanding the World
Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials
Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties
Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary
Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history
Explore how things work
Plant seeds and care for growing plants
Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal
Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things
Explore and talk about different forces they can feel
Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice

Communication and Language
Understand ‘why’ questions like “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?”

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Make healthy choices about food, drink, activity and toothbrushing
	Development Matters – Reception
Understanding the World
Explore the natural world around them
Describe what they see, hear and feel while they are outside
Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live
Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them

Communication and Language
Learn new vocabulary
Ask questions to find out more and to check what has been said to them
Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences
Describe events in some detail
Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities, and to explain how things work and why they might happen
Use new vocabulary in different contexts

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Know and talk about the different factors that support their overall health and well-being: regular physical activity, healthy eating, toothbrushing, sensible amounts of screen time, having a good sleep routine, being a safe pedestrian
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Development Matters
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Theme
	My family and friends
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	Autumn,
Celebrations, Toys
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	Winter,
[image: ]People who help us


Forces

	Spring , Materials,
[image: ]Traditional tales
	Summer,
Growing, Light[image: ]
	Animals 
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	3 and 4 year olds

 
	My family and friends
*I know that babies grow into toddlers and toddlers grow into children.
*I know how to keep myself clean and how to care for my teeth.
*I know when I feel hot or cold and how to respond to this.
*I know that we use our senses to smell, see, hear, taste and feel.
*I know how to make healthy choices about eating, drinking and physical activity.
*I am able to use my senses to investigate and talk about natural materials.

*I am able to ask simple questions and make observations.
*I am able to use new vocabulary to talk about my investigations and findings.

 
	Seasons
*I can use my senses to investigate changes to the natural world around me [ Autumn]

Toys
*I can investigate how mechanical toys and equipment work [ wind-ups, pulleys, cogs].
*I can explore which objects float and which sink.
*I can explore magnets to push away or pull towards each other.
*I can investigate how some things stretch, bend or snap.

*I am able to ask simple questions and make observations.
*I am able to use new vocabulary to talk about my investigations and findings.

	Seasons
*I can use my senses to investigate changes to the natural world around me [ Winter]



















*I am able to ask simple questions, make observations and talk about what I am doing.
*I am able to use new vocabulary to talk about my investigations and findings.

	Seasons
*I can use my senses to investigate changes to the natural world around me [ Spring]

Materials
*I can investigate how some materials change from one state to another when cooked.
*I can investigate how some materials change when they are melted or frozen.
*I know that light can shine through some materials, but not through others.




*I am able to ask simple questions, make observations and talk about what I am doing.
*I am able to use new vocabulary to talk about my investigations and findings.

	Seasons
*I can use my senses to investigate changes to the natural world around me [ Summer]

Growing
*I know how to care for growing plants.
*I know that we need to care for the natural world.
*I can observe and talk about how a plant changes as it grows.
*I know what happens to fruit, vegetables or flowers when left over time. 




*I am able to ask simple questions and make observations.
*I am able to talk about what I am doing and what I have found out.
*I am able to use new vocabulary to talk about my investigations and findings.

	Animals
*I know that we need to look after the natural world and all living things.
*I know the names of common animals [ in the UK]
*I know the key features of the lifecycle of a plant from first-hand experience.
*I know the key features of the lifecycle of a butterfly from first-hand experience.
 






*I am able to ask simple questions and make observations.
*I am able to talk about what I am doing and what I have found out.
*I am able to use new vocabulary to talk about my investigations and findings.


	3 and 4 year olds
Key vocabulary
	I understand and can use:
My family and friends- baby, toddler, child, wash, dry, clean, soap, toothbrush, toothpaste, brushing, hot, cold, names of senses, healthy/not healthy, exercise
	I understand and can use:
Autumn – leaves falling, colours of Autumn
Toys- move, fast, slow, wind up, cogs, pulleys, build, construct, float, sink, magnets, push away, pull towards, stretch, bend, snap
	I understand and can use:
Winter – cold, snow, ice, frost
	I understand and can use:
Spring- warmer, rain, growing, leaves, trees
Materials-mix, stir, cook, cold, hot, oven, microwave, freezer, change, melt, burn, freeze, runny, set, light, shine

	I understand and can use:
Summer-sunshine, hot, flowers, growing, simple flower/plant names, leaf, stem, trunk, branch, root, fruit/vegetable names, dig, water, grow, die, soil
	I understand and can use:
Names of common minibeasts, names of common farm and domestic animals, seed, grow, shoot, leaf, flower, egg, caterpillar, cocoon, chrysalis, butterfly

	Reception

	Seasonal changes
*I know how Summer changes into Autumn.
*I know which clothes are suitable for which season.
*I can describe the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around me.
*I can talk about the effects of the weather on the world around me.

My family and friends
*I can name and describe people who are familiar to me.
*I can talk about members of my family and community.
*I can sort images of people according to their characteristics.
*I know my senses and what they are used for.
*I know what is making different common sounds.
*I know whether a sound is quiet or loud.
*I can talk about the importance of physical activity, healthy eating and toothbrushing.
*I can talk about the importance of a good sleep routine and sensible amounts of screen time.
*I can talk about how to be a safe pedestrian.

*I can ask questions, make observations and talk about what I am doing.

	Seasonal changes
*I know how Autumn changes into Winter.
*I am able to explore the natural world around me. 
*I can describe what I can see, hear and feel whilst outside.
*I can describe the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around me, including animals.
*I can talk about the effects of the weather on the world around me.

Toys
*I know that objects can float or sink.
*I know that we can change objects to make them sink or float.
*I know that objects fall to the ground.
*I am able to explore how objects move in the air.
*I am able to explore how objects move in water.















*I can ask questions, make observations and talk about what I am doing.
	 Seasonal changes
*I know how Winter changes into Spring.
*I know which clothes are suitable for which season.
*I can describe the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around me including animals.
*I can talk about the effects of the weather on the world around me.



































*I can ask questions and make observations using simple equipment.
*I can talk about what I am doing and what I have found out.
	Seasonal changes
*I know how Spring changes into Summer.
*I can name the four seasons.
*I can describe the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around me, including animals.
*I can talk about the effects of the weather on the world around me.

Materials
*I know the names of a range of common materials.
*I know that different materials can change.
*I know that some materials can be recycled.
*I can complete simple comparative testing, such as how quickly ice melts in different areas.
*I am able to observe changes over time, such as how cake mixture changes as it is cooked.
*I can use simple equipment to measure how objects melt.
*I can sort materials, including natural materials.







*I can ask questions and make observations using simple equipment.
*I can talk about what I am doing and what I have found out.
	Growing
*I can name common plants in the local area.
*I can find patterns when looking for plants in different areas of the school grounds.
*I am able to explore the natural world around me.
*I can describe what I see, hear and feel whilst outside.
*I know how to care for the natural world around me.
*I can draw pictures of plants in the natural world.

Light
*I know how to make shadows using a torch and object.
*I know that light travels through some materials.




















*I can ask questions and make observations using simple equipment.
*I can talk about what I am doing and what I have found out.
	Animals
*I can name animals that live in different habitats.
*I know and can recognise some environments that are different to the one in which I live.
*I know how animals from a different habitat are cared for.
*I can sort animals according to where they live.
*I can describe different habitats.
*I can name a variety of minibeasts in the local area.
*I can find patterns when looking for minibeasts in different areas of the school grounds.
*I know how to care for the natural world around me.
*I can draw pictures of animals in the natural world.


















*I can ask questions and make observations using simple equipment.
*I can talk about what I am doing and what I have found out.



	Reception
Key vocabulary
	I understand and I can use:
Seasons/weather- Summer, Autumn, rain, sunshine, colder, windy, falling leaves, trees, plants, changing colours
Family and friends – hair colours, eye colours, language of size [tall, short, [er], baby, toddler, child, adult, old person, family names, family

	I understand and I can use:
Seasons/weather-Autumn, Winter, rain, snow, ice, frost, storm, thunder, lightning, puddle, rainbow, freeze, bare trees, evergreen trees, hibernating
Toys- sink, float, up, down, top, bottom, move, roll, drop, fly, turn, spin, fall, fast, slow [ er, est], wind, air, water

	I understand and I can use:
Seasons/weather- warm, cold [er], shoots, buds, plants, flowers, leaves
	I understand and I can use:
Seasons/weather-sunshine, showers, growing
Materials-hard, soft, bendy, rigid, strong, weak, hot, cold, change, melt, freeze, cook, recycle
	I understand and I can use:
Growing- plant, tree, bush, flower, seed, herb, weed, names of vegetables/fruits
Light-sun, shade, shadow, torch, see-through
	I understand and I can use:
Animals- names of wild animals, live, on land, in water, jungle, desert, North Pole, South  Pole, sea, hot, cold, names of minibeasts in local area



	ELGs for The Natural World:
· Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants
· Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class
· Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter




	KS1 Readiness Objectives:
· To feel confident to answer simple questions about observable properties of objects and people, animals and plants around them
· To compare objects in their environment and talk about similarities and differences
· To ask questions about the world around them and seek to find their own answers
· To know what a plant is
· To know what a flower is
· To know where you see plants
· To describe different plants and flowers
· To know what an animal is
· To recognise and name a variety of different animals
· To know the names of different body parts of humans and animals they have experience of
· To recognise that different everyday objects are made from different materials
· To describe how different objects look and feel
· To know about different types of weather
· To observe changes in trees and plants as the seasons progress
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