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30.05.20
Dear parents/carers,
Please take some time to read all of this letter as it contains important information about which children can return to school and on which dates. It also outlines the new expectations which must be fulfilled by any families taking up the offer of a place. It is also important to mention that the offer of a place in school is exactly that.
There is no requirement for you to send your child back to school if you would prefer to keep them at home.
There will be no fines issued for children who choose not to attend and school will not be phoning to ask why they are not in school. Activities in school will be very limited many of them will be in mixed aged groups and will not be with their usual teacher. 
As you will know the government has asked schools top consider wider opening of schools for Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y6 children whilst also providing for the ever-growing numbers of the children of key workers. Blackburn with Darwen authority has advised school not to open to children other than those of key workers before Monday 8th June as they are not satisfied that the 5 key measures have been met sufficiently  by the government top ensure the safe return of our pupils and staff and their wider families.
From Monday 1st June our school will be open to the original key worker children. From that date, all school staff who are able, will be back in work undertaking health and safety training and preparing the school for the wider opening on Monday 8th June.
From Monday 8th June school will also be open to all key worker children who have rung to say they need a place and for our Nursery and Reception children whose parents have indicated that they would like them to return to school. Due to the limited number of staff and teaching spaces it is unlikely that we will be able to offer places to Y1 and Y6 pupils for the foreseeable future. I will however write to you with any developments on this should circumstances change.

It is important to state that the systems and environment that the pupils are returning to in June will be very different to what they have been used to. These changes have been outlined below:
· The children will be based in groups(bubbles) to a maximum of 7 pupils in each base to ensure maximum social distancing 
· They will not necessarily be with their usual teaching staff or indeed with the children from their year group and they will stay in these small groups throughout the day including breaks and lunchtimes
· Each bubble will have a staggered start and end time to reduce the numbers of people arriving in school at any one time it is imperative that you stick to these times so that social distancing measures are fully adhered to 
· If you have chosen to send your child back to school you will told which classroom your child will be based in, what time they need to be picked up and dropped off and which gate and classroom door to enter school by (no child or parent will be allowed access to or through the main office)
· Only one family member may accompany the children to school and you must wait with your child/children at the 2 metre markers that will be placed outside your child’s teaching base
· Parents are asked not to congregate on or around the school premises when dropping off or picking up
· You will be greeted by a member of staff from the teaching base who will supervise the immediate hand washing
· Any pupils arriving in school in masks or gloves will be asked to remove them and they will be disposed of accordingly. It is therefore preferable that if you wish your child to wear gloves or a mask on their journey to school that you remove them before the enter the school  premises
· In the first few days there will be a lot of practices and drills including a fire drill
· There will be a huge emphasis on cleaning and hygiene with regular hand washing and cleaning of equipment before and after use
· Whilst in school it is expected that pupils will stick to the new procedures rigorously. Any children who are unable follow the expectations will not be able to stay in school. There will be a new home school agreement to cover the new expectations during this period which parents and older pupils will be asked to sign
· If your child is displaying any of the symptoms of the virus you will be contacted to take them home immediately. It is therefore crucial that we have up to date contact numbers in order to facilitate this (ideally 2-3 contact numbers should be provided).
· In addition if your child displays any symptoms of COVID-19 they must not attend school and you must inform school as soon as possible of the outcome of any positive test so that we can inform the rest of the teaching group to self -isolate for 14 days
· All pupils will have access to time outdoors on a rota system on a daily basis 
· Each bubble will have their own allocated P.E. equipment
· No contact sports will be played, including football
· All communication with the school office must be done by telephone  call or email
· All pupils entitled to free school meals will be provided with a packed lunch each day. Any parents requiring school dinners that are to be paid for must make one payment at the beginning of the week which will be collected by a member of staff of the teaching bubble
· Lunches will be eaten in the dedicated classroom of each bubble
· All pupils will have their own individual pack of resources to use in school please note, no resources can be brought in by or sent home with pupils 
· Children are asked to wear their own clothes and change these on a daily basis
· All pupils will be required to wash their hands regularly throughout the day including at the end of the day prior to their pick up
· School will not be offering Breakfast Club provision during this period 
· Any pupils not in school will still be provided with online learning activities and can email the teacher directly on their school email address if they require support. 
Children can attend on a part-time basis, however if you choose to withdraw your child this will remain the situation and your child will have to stay at home
I apologise for the length of this letter but feel it is necessary to give a clear picture of what the expectations and environment will look like and how we are working to ensure the safety of our school community to the best of our ability. These are exceptional times which require exceptional measures. I would like to thank all the school community, parents, carers, staff and governors for your continued support and understanding during this difficult period. I look forward to a time when we are all back together living, loving and learning in the light of Jesus.
Until then, stay safe, love and prayers to you all,
Yours sincerely

Mrs. C. Speakman
[bookmark: _GoBack]Headteacher
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