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ST.ALBAN’S ROMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT

In the light of Jesus we love together, hope together and learn together.
   
                            

                                       

We are a learning community where EVERY person is supported to aspire, achieve and succeed following the teachings of Christ.

Recognising that we are all made in the image and likeness of God we WELCOME all to our community.

In an inclusive, safe and secure environment where hard work, achievements and talents are recognised and celebrated we ensure the WELFARE of all.

We place the WORD God at the centre of all we do, listening to, telling and being part of the story of Jesus Christ.

In WORSHIP we foster and deepen our relationship with God through our actions, thoughts and words, rooted in the sacramental life of the church.

Showing WITNESS to a loving God who is at the heart of all we do, we develop active citizens who live out the Gospel values now and in the future.









St Alban's R.C. School Policy and guidelines for nurturing Collective Worship.


'With Christ at the centre of all we do, we strive towards achieving positive relationships ...where each day allows us to grow both as individuals and as a school family.' 

The Aims of Collective Worship:

We believe that Collective Worship in our school aims to provide opportunity for all pupils and staff: .
· To contemplate something of the mystery of God 
· To reflect on spiritual and moral issues 
· To explore beliefs of all community members 
· To respond to and celebrate life 
· To experience a sense of belonging and develop community spirit 
· To develop a common ethos and shared values 
· To enrich religious experience 
· To grow in liturgical understanding and development 
· To reinforce prayers which are part of the Catholic tradition 
· To reinforce positive attitudes 
· To participate fully take 
· To take time out 'to wonder at', 'to come to terms with' and 'to give worth to.'

DEFINITIONS and DISTINCTIONS

Collective worship includes both prayer and liturgy. 

Prayer

Prayer should be varied and express different things. The Catechism of the Catholic Church identifies the following forms of prayer: 

· Blessing and Adoration - the prayer which blesses God for the goodness which has been shown to humankind . 
· Petition - the prayer which asks for forgiveness, and which calls for the establishment of the Kingdom of God . 
· lntercession - consists in asking on behalf of another . 
· Thanksgiving - acknowledging the gifts which God has given 
· Praise - the prayer which praises God simply because God is 
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Liturgy 

"Liturgy'' literally means, "work of the people' it is the formalising of worship at the heart of which is symbol and action. 

The 'Liturgy of the Word with Children. Guidelines' (1996 The Bishop's Conference of England and Wales) lists the General Principles of Liturgy: 


· Liturgy is the praise and worship of God. 
· In liturgy we discover the riches of prayer, through word and gesture, silence and stillness. 
· Liturgy is action and symbol; it speaks to the whole person, it involves all the senses: sight, touch, sound, taste and smell. 
· Liturgy with children, as with adults, demands dignity, clarity and simplicity. 
· The purpose of adapting liturgy for children is to lead them into full, conscious and active participation in the liturgy of the parish. 
· Participating in liturgy forms our habits because we are ritual people and learn through repetition and copying. 
· Liturgy is the source and summit of the Church's life and our lives. 
· lt is the right and duty of all baptised, both children and adults. 
· The function of the liturgy is to build up members of Christ's body, to strengthen us in preaching Christ.
For the sake of simplicity we can divide liturgy preparation into four parts: 

Gathering 
Word 
Action 
Mission 

(G o With Added Motivation) 

Collective Worship 

Collective Worship is concerned with giving glory, honour, praise and thanks to God.  lt is our loving response, in word and action, to God's invitation to enter into relationship made possible through the work of Jesus Christ and the witness of the Holy Spirit. Worship will be at the very heart of every Catholic school and must reflect something special or separate from ordinary school activities. 

Prayer may be an individual experience or when with others it may form part of an act of worship.
 
All liturgies involve the praise, thanksgiving and adoration of God and are, therefore, acts of worship. However, not all worship will be liturgy as it may or may not include symbol and action. 

An assembly is any experience of gathering/assembling in school. lt may include an act of worship but the difference between worship and assembly must always be clear and should be marked.


PRINCIPLES

Principle 1

Every effort will be made to give children positive experiences, based on sound educational, pastoral and liturgical principles. 

One of the most important tasks of Catholic schools is to lead children, through celebrating liturgies, towards an understanding and appreciation of prayer and the sacraments, particularly the Eucharist. 

We endorse the belief that Collective Worship takes into account the religious and educational needs of all who share in it:

· those who form part of the worshipping community in church
· those for whom school may be their first and only experience of church
· those from other Christian traditions - or none
· those from other faith backgrounds
It will be an experience to which all can contribute and from which all can gain. 

Worship is an integral part of school life and central to the Catholic tradition.

Principle ll 

Acts of Worship will prepare children for the liturgical life of the Church. 

The school has great scope and opportunity through its daily act of worship to provide the steps needed in preparing children for the liturgical life of the church. 

Celebrations of various kinds which help children to understand some of the elements of liturgy (such as greeting, silence, community praise, especially in song) have a great part to play in their liturgical formation. 

Our collective worship should support children's spiritual development and will hopefully lead them to a desire to celebrate Mass and the sacraments beyond the community of the school. 

Principle lll 

Acts of worship will take into account, as far as possible, the age, aptitudes and backgrounds of the children' 

For liturgy to be effective we need to take into account the age, aptitudes and backgrounds of the children. 

ln order to do this, celebrations will:

· be kept small wherever possible or appropriate to help to personalise the experience; o 
· be short and appropriately paced ( children's attention span lasts in any one activity for an average of one minute per year of life i.e., 5-6 mins. For age 7 and 7-10 mins. For Key Stage 2 )
· be simple, including a range of experiences offered in a variety of groupings and in a variety of settings
Principle lV 

Eucharistic celebrations will highlight a special occasion and will normally be celebrated with those children whose faith development has reached an appropriate stage. 

When preparing these celebrations reference will be made to the 'Directory for Masses with Children' as a basis for our practice.

Principle V 

Acts of Collective Worship will usually follow the basic structure of Christian worship. 

The same general principles will apply to planning a Eucharistic celebration as to other acts of school worship and opportunities for children to participate will be maximised. 

The principles expressed here lead us to conclude that in school the 'Liturgy of the Word' rather than will be the focus of worship preparing children for the Eucharist. 

ln planning the celebration of the Eucharist with a school group sensitivity needs to be given to the number of children who come from other denominations, other faith traditions, or from no particular faith background at all. 

At Key Stage 1 worship should includes:  

· short, simple liturgies and prayer times 
· occasional liturgies reflecting the lntroductory Rites of the Mass and/or the Liturgy of the Word
· the celebration of sacramental liturgies
· a range of types of prayer 
· a range of styles of celebration 
· opportunities for pupils to take an active part in worship

At Key Stage 2 worship includes: 

· short, simple liturgies and prayer times . 
· occasional liturgies reflecting the lntroductory Rites of the Mass and/or the Liturgy of the Word; or the Eucharistic Prayer; and/or the Communion Rite 
· the occasional celebration of sacramental liturgies . 
· a range of types of prayer 
· a range of styles of celebration 
· opportunities for pupils to take an active part in worship  
· opportunities for pupils to take leadership roles in worship








Collective Worship in the Classroom 

The classroom can give the teacher an area in which Collective Worship can take place which is more intimate and personal to the children and young people in their care. lt can be developed as an ideal opportunity to explore links between curriculum areas and spiritual development. Classroom prayer and reflection time allows teachers to facilitate spiritual 'prompts' appropriate to the theme, monthly value or liturgical calendar / church year. 

Planning and Organising Collective Worship 

Make it relevant to the child. Make it a time of worth to all present. 

Be inspirational, challenging, thought provoking, quiet, loud, spontaneous, enthusiastic, reflective, inclusive and fun.

How long should Collective Worship last? 

· be short and appropriately paced ( children's aftention span /asfs in any one activity for an average of one minute per year of life i.e., 5-6 mins. For age 7 and 7-10 mins. For Key Stage 2 ); 
What time of day should we meet for Collective Worship? 
· as per school timetable 

Who should take part in the worship? 
All staff and children will attend all Acts of Worship. 

How do I create the right atmosphere for Collective Worship? 
Begin by ensuring that the space feels secure and welcoming. You may wish to play music as the children gather. 
To ensure the right atmosphere worship should start of time and children should be well aware of what is expected of them, as modelled by staff. 
The worship leaders should be able to focus on leading the worship with the support of colleagues in encouraging expected behaviours from the children. 

Provide a focus for the Collective Worship activities, this may include pictures, words or questions running on a Power Point, lighting a candle at the beginning, a display which changes regularly according to the theme, a banner, a prayer board, a table which could be covered with a cloth and have a variety of objects on it such as a cross, a Bible, a story book, flowers, bread, a toy, a stone, shells, driftwood, a photograph, nativity scene, sculpture, spring bulbs, anything goes if it appropriate!  Pupils may wish to contribute to these items used as a focus.

· Gathering - how we come together, the setting, the environment (quiet/reflective music, lighted candles, statues, etc.) 
Introduce the theme - connect with children's world and experiences. 

· Word - a reading from the scriptures, a simplified Bible text, or on occasion, a well chosen secular text linked to the worship theme.....time to reflect on this, and prayers to fit in with the theme. 
· Action - a ritual or movement in which everyone can join that fits the theme (gestures such as: shaking hands, holding hands, lighting a candle, prayers, responses to prayers, etc.) 
· Mission - the sending out from the celebration giving the children something to hold on to from the experience of the liturgy that they can take into their daily lives 
Every worship should include: Sharing Listening Thinking Scripture Prayer.  One act of worship per week should be linked to monthly value.


Collective Worship Area 

The collective worship area in a classroom should be a special area that both children and adults treat with respect. The cloths used should reflect the Liturgical colours (- see Ordo) and be refreshed at least weekly and updated as each theme is introduced. 

Recording 

 Collective Worship can be recorded: 

· on a liturgy planner (Attached) to keep note of themes, leaders, pupil groupings and resources 
· through displays, collections of pupils' contributions, prayers, reflections, photographs, videos etc. 
Monitoring and Evaluation

At least once a year the school's provision of worship will be evaluated to consider whether it meets the needs of all pupils and whether pupils are making progress in acquiring skills and their abilities in organising and leading worship. 

Evaluation is one of the keys to successful quality worship. Evaluation need not be lengthy but it must be of worth to future planning. Use comments such as content too complex, children's knowledge good/poor, need to repeat in more detail, children very interested explore further, 
brilliant resource or more resources needed, use power point next time, ask children to think of
questions beforehand, whether or not a visitor was suitable or a story that could have been included. 

The monitoring of Collective Worship is the responsibility of the Collective Worship Co-ordinators who then report back to Governors. Successful monitoring leads to the identification of training and resourcing needs. 

Resources

Main resources are stored in the cupboard in the DT’s office.

The Co-ordinators for Collective Worship 
Miss Siobhan Costello / Mrs Claire Speakman 
This policy is monitored by the Collective Worship Co-ordinators and is evaluated and reviewed by the whole school staff and governors annually. 

Review 
Policy to be revisited with the staff 

Findings to be shared at the Curriculum Committee.




Prayer Experiences 

Pupils are introduced to a variety of forms and styles of prayer, which are developed in ways which are appropriate to their age and stage of development. 

Type: 				Example: 

Praying the psalms 		'l thank you for the wonder of my being' [Psalm139] 

Traditional prayers 		Glory be to the Father, Our Father, Hail Mary 

Repetitive prayer [mantra] 	Jesus, I love you', repeated several times, slowly 

Meditation 			Scripture reflection with use of imagination 

Bodily prayer 			raising hands in praise, bowing, dancing, genuflecting 

Prayer of the heart 		stillness to listen to God: 'Be still and know that I am God.' 

Contemplation 		looking at trees, a sunset, an icon, work done in the topic 

Gestures 			the sign of the cross, the sign of peace 

Hymns 			traditional and modern hymns 

Music 				listening to quiet, reflective music 

Litanies 			For all creation: Thanks be to God 

Processions 			Gospel/ procession with sung 'alleluia' 

Prayer services and liturgies 	formal and spontaneous prayer using holy water, candles, incense and other symbols 

Celebrations 	prayer, song, sharing food and drink, celebrating work done

















Suggestions for Content ond Themes


· Plenty of interaction 
· A variety of Bible stories (don't stick to the some ones) 
· Celebration of Festivals exploring the religious meaning of the festival not just the cultural significance. 
· Drama - planned and improvised 
· A link with the Church year themes and Church services 
· Meditations and reflections - give children o positive experience of stillness and silence. Take time to wonder. 
· Using visitors - but choose carefully who you invite. 
· Music - to create on atmosphere but also as a focus. 
· Stories / Poetry - closely linked to the worship theme 
· Using stories from around the world and other cultures. 
· Storybags and puppets 
· Games and activities - party games, teem games, a quiz etc. 
· Film clips - only a short clip used for educational purposes not the whole film. 
· Objects and visual aids - Pictures, posters, power points, common everyday objects and something quirky that catches attention. 
· Current trends in the children's world - issues in the news, hobbies, toys and computer games, particular items of clothing, TV shows, food, songs, big events, films etc. 
· National and world events - sporting celebrations, Holocaust Memorial Day, elections, end of conflicts etc. 
· Worship materials and information from Charities.








Possible Themes for Collective Worship 
A theme could be followed for one week or more but not for a whole term!
Achievement		Disciples		Hope		Passover 	Special Gifts
Advent			Discovery		Humility		Patience		Spirituality
Adventure		Divali			Ideals		Patriarchs	Stepping Stones
Ambition		Dreams			Imagination	Patterns	Stories of Faith
Anger			Easter			Influences	Peace		Strength & Weakness
Animals			Epiphany		Inspiration	People		Sukkot
Art			Endings			Inspirational 	Pilgrimages	Surprises
Writings  		
Authority		Environment		Invitations	Places		Symbols
Autumn			Expectations		Jealousy	Poetry		Talents
Awe and Wonder		Explorers		Jesus		Possessions	Team Work
Barriers and Bridges	Failure			Journeys	Poverty		Temptations
Baptism			Faith			Joy		Praise		Ten Commandments
Beginnings		Families			Judging Others	Prayer		Thanks
Beliefs			Famous People		Justice		Prejudice	The Gurus
Birthdays		Fear			Key people	Pride		The Senses
Books			Feelings			Kindness	Promises	The Unknown
Bravery			Festivals		Language	Prophets	Thoughtfulness
Bullying			Followers		Laws		Proverbs	Time
Candlemass		Food and Fasting		Leaders		Quiet		Tolerance
Caring			Forgiveness		Learning		Ramadan	Trust
Celebration		Freedom		Lent		Reflection	Truth
Challenges		Friendship		Light		Refugees	Turning Points
Change			Future			Listening	Relationships	Ultimate Questions
Charity			Gifts and Talents	Loneliness	Remembrance	Understanding
Children			Giving & Receiving	Loss		Resolutions	United Nations
Choices			Global Issues		Loving		Respect		Values
Christmas		God			Loyalty		Responsibility	Victims
Citizenship		Good and Evil		Memories	Rewards		Victories
Co-operation		Good News		Messages	Risks		Virtues
Compassion		Greed			Miracles		Rules		War
Commitment		Green Living		Mistakes	Saints		Water
Communication		Guidance		Music		Sacrifice	Wealth
Community		Hands			Names		Saying Goodbye	Why are we here?
Conflict			Happiness		Natural World	School		Wisdom
Confidence		Harvest			Neighbourhood	SEAL		Wonder
Courage			Health			New Life	Seasons		Words
Creation			Heroes & Heroines	Obedience	Secrets		Work
Customs			Hobbies			Old and New	Selflessness	Worship
Decisions		Holidays			One World	Sharing		You and Me
Diaries			Holocaust		Opportunities	Silence		Youth and Old Age
Differences		Homelessness		Ourselves	Slavery		Zero Tolerance
Disabilities		Honesty			Parables		Sorry






Planning Sheet for on Act of Worship
	Date
	Theme

	Leader

	The main point I want to make is


	The visual aids I will need
The technology I will use

	My introduction will be


	The story/talk content



	Key words for the time of reflection



	Prayer


	Hymn/Song
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