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What kinds of special educational needs do we make provision for in our school?
St Alban’s Roman Catholic Primary School is a voluntary aided school with a nursery, committed to an inclusive education for all pupils. We aim to provide a learning environment which is flexible enough to meet the needs of all members of our school community.
How does our school know if your child needs extra help?
At St Alban’s we know when pupils need help if:
· concerns are raised by a class teacher, parent or child
· limited progress is being made
· there is a change in the pupil’s behaviour
Discussions and/or observations involving staff and parents may be followed by specific assessments carried out by the Senco in order to accurately identify needs and plan appropriate provisions for individual children. Assessments used include ROSCO and Welcomm language screening, British Picture Vocabulary Screening, York Assessment of Reading Comprehension, Ravens, SpLD screening including Comprehensive Test of Phonological Processing, Visual Stress assessment, Sandwell mathematics, Single Word Spelling Test, baseline motor skills assessments.
If required, and with parental consent, school can also request more specialised assessments from the advisory teachers at SEND Support Services, or the school’s Educational Psychologist.
Who can you speak to at our school if you think your child may have special educational needs?
If you have concerns about your child, you can come and discuss them with any of the following people:
· Your child’s class teacher
· Our special educational needs co-ordinator – Mrs Boardman or Mrs Hamer
· One of our Headteachers – Mrs Speakman or Mrs Boardman
How do we know what progress your child is making and how will we keep you informed?
Class teachers are responsible for tracking the progress of all children in their class, including evaluating the impact of interventions and SEN provisions. Each child with SEN has their own termly learning targets specified on IEPs which are distributed and shared with parents.
In addition, the Senco also monitors the progress of children with SEN to evaluate the impact of provision and interventions.
Progress data is monitored by staff, the Headteacher and governors, with a named governor for SEN who meets termly with the Senco.
Our school policy provides parents with the opportunity to meet with class teachers twice per year and to receive an annual written report for their child, as well as review meetings arranged by the Senco for those children with higher levels of need or continuing concerns. Parents or staff may also request additional appointments to discuss progress, to raise concerns or to share relevant information.
How will our school support your child and how will the teaching be adapted to meet their needs?
We are committed to giving your child every opportunity to achieve. We do this by offering a broad and balanced curriculum that is differentiated by the class teacher to support the specific needs of your child. Your child will be given an individual education plan which will detail how the curriculum will be tailored and the support, adaptations and aids which will be provided.
We are a fully inclusive school that takes reasonable action to ensure that your child can access all learning opportunities, including after school activities where appropriate.
How are  decisions made about the type and how much support my child will receive?
St Alban’s has a budget for SEN which is allocated each financial year. This money is used to provide additional support or resources to meet a child’s additional needs, as identified in individual education plans. Additional provision will be made available if reviews and/or assessments identify that your child is not making the progress expected.
They types of support available may include a teaching assistant, specialist input from professionals such as advisory teachers or an educational psychologist or specialist resources to support learning.
If discussions between parents, Senco and other staff in school lead to a shared agreement that school cannot meet your child’s needs through existing resources, an application may be made to the local authority for an Education, Health and Care Plan. This process will be discussed with you by the Senco, but can also be found on the local offer website.
How will our school help you to support your child’s learning?
We actively encourage you as a parent to be involved with your child’s learning. The class teacher may suggest ways of how you can support your child alongside homework activities and parents are invited to workshops which are organised throughout the year for specific year groups, details of which are published on the website and via newsletters home. If you have any questions or suggestions regarding parent groups, please contact Mrs Boardman in school, either in person or by telephone.
If another professional has been involved with your child, they may provide programmes of study or offer advice and suggestions for your continuing support at home.
What specialist services and expertise are available or accessible through our school?
We work closely with and have access to the following agencies to support your child’s needs as appropriate:
· Speech and language therapy services
· Occupational therapy services
· Physiotherapy services
· School Nursing Team
· Advisory teachers within SEND Support Services
· Educational Psychology team 
· Blackburn with Darwen Children’s Services
· Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services [ ELCAS ]
· SEND Information Advice and Support Service

How are the staff in school supported to work with children with special educational needs and what training do they have?
We have an extensive programme of training and development available in school for all teaching and support staff. All staff undertake training in relation to safeguarding, disability awareness and positive behaviour management. Some staff have specialist training in language and communication difficulties, dyslexic-type learning needs and supporting children with autism.
How will our school ensure that your child is included in activities outside the classroom, including physical activities and school trips?
Activities and school trips are available to all children in our school with details published on the website and in newsletters. Risk assessments are carried out and procedures put in place to ensure that your child can participate. Teaching assistants are deployed to support any children who require support during break and meal times. 
How will our school support your child’s overall well-being?
The well-being of your child is central to the ethos of our school. Our proactive approach to dealing with any concerns or issues that your child is facing enables us to provide a safe, happy and caring environment. Class teachers may be contacted and appointments made with them if you have any concerns, to enable us to provide the right help and support for both you and your child. Mrs Boardman and Mrs Speakman may also be contacted to discuss concerns if parents feel this is more appropriate.
If your child has a medical need, a care plan will be prepared in consultation with you, the school nurse, a member of school staff and the appropriate medical practitioners. Many of our staff have up-to-date training in first aid.
How accessible is our school both indoors and outdoors for children with special educational needs?
Our school building and play spaces are all accessible, some via ramp/sloped access, one indoor lift and one outdoor lift to one of the playgrounds which is at a higher level. There is one dedicated disabled parking bay and two specialist toilets. Specialist advice/training can be accessed with a referral to SEND Support Services as and when appropriate.
How will our school prepare and support your child when joining our school and when transferring to a new school?
When joining our school, an age-appropriate  planned programme of introduction is agreed between the class teacher, a senior member of staff and parents.
When transferring to another school, we will ensure that all relevant information about your child’s needs is discussed at a transition review meeting with a representative from the new school, and all appropriate records forwarded to the new school.
Who can you contact for further information?
Who can I contact if I am considering sending my child to this school? 
Please ring Mr Speakman in the school office first and he will advise who to speak to and which forms to complete.
Who can I contact first if I wish to discuss something about my child?
Please speak to your child’s class teacher, or ring the school office to make an appointment with the teacher.
Who can I contact if I am worried about my child’s needs or provision?
 If you have concerns relating to the school provision, please speak to one of the Headteachers, Mrs Speakman or Mrs Boardman.
Our Governing Body has a designated SEN Governor, responsible for reviewing practice and supporting the Senco.
Blackburn with Darwen’s local offer sets out a range of support and services available to you and your child. This can be found at 
www.bwd-localoffer.org.uk




